Appendix 2


Postcodes and Projects

Introduction

The Norfolk Children’s Fund supports projects across the county.  Data are regularly collected about postcodes to try to ensure that children and young people are able to access projects appropriate to their needs. 

The questions being explored are:

1. Are most of the postcodes in the county represented?

2. What are the locations of the projects in relation to the postcodes?

3. What are the referral patterns, numbers of referrals from projects for each postcode area?

4. What are the main referring agencies?

5. Where are these located?

6. Are Children’s Fund projects located in the most deprived wards of the county?

These questions will be answered through an analysis of the postcode data to show geographical spread linked to the Indices of Multiple Deprivation for children.  Commentary will be made for the different areas of the county according to the levels of deprivation that are most relevant, e.g. access to transport.  Another analysis will be postcode and patterns of referral to reflect the spread of agencies, referral patterns and location of projects.

Geographical spread

Each project has returned postcode data for a period of 18 months via the NORTRACK system.  This data has been amalgamated to find out how many episodes of regular support were received in each postcode of the county.  The data were divided into postcodes with up to 10 episodes of regular support, up to 100 episodes of regular support and more than 100 episodes of regular support.  This was to show whereabouts a greater concentration of episodes of regular support were located as an initial analysis.
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The first graph shows postcodes where fewer than 10 episodes of regular support were received for the 18 month time period.  This group of postcodes are located round the edge of the county, in more rural areas, and represent perhaps the periphery of the Norfolk Children’s Fund activity.  The highest number of episodes of regular support was in NR13, the area round Acle, which had nine episodes of regular support. The postcodes in Graph 1 above are served by the following projects:
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Graph 2 presents the next group of postcodes with up to 100 episodes of regular support for children and young people over the 18 month period.

Graph 2
Postcodes with up to 100 episodes of regular support
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It can be seen that PE37 had the highest number of episodes of regular support, (99) which is postcode area Swaffham and surrounding district, a mixture of a market town and rural areas. The deprivation affecting children in this area is access to education and crime and disorder in the Norfolk County Council Indices of Multiple Deprivation affecting children
.  The projects accessed by children and young people in this area are T11 North Lynn Discovery, Y2-4 FWA Well Family Service, Y2-5 Olive Tree (CINDA), Y2-18 Young Carers, Y2-29 Asperger Norfolk and Y3-11 YISPs. 

Graph 2 shows that in NR11 there were 45 episodes of regular support and in NR27 there were 42 episodes of regular support.  These two areas are adjacent postcodes in the Cromer and Aylsham areas of the county.  NR11, Aylsham with 45 episodes of regular support is a rural area, including Mundesley, with deprivation affecting children. The deprivation affecting children are the living environment, barriers to housing and services and education skills and training. The projects accessed by children and young people in NR11 are T10 Leapfrog, Y2-18 Young Carers, Y2-20 Kids without fear and Y2-29 Asperger Norfolk.  NR27, with 42 episodes of regular support is on the coast with deprivation affecting children in terms of living environment, crime and disorder and education, skills and training.  The postcodes in Graph 2 above are served by the following projects:
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Graph 3
Postcodes with more than 100 episodes of regular support 
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The final graph in the series shows the areas of the county with more than 100 episodes.  The highest number of episodes of regular support is for PE30, which is the Kings Lynn area, 1840 episodes of regular support. The levels of deprivation affecting children are high in the Kings Lynn area. In terms of educational deprivation the town has the highest levels in four wards, Fairstead, Gaywood Chase, South and West Lynn and North Lynn.  North Lynn is the most deprived in living environment and Fairstead is most deprived for crime and disorder.  Whilst these urban areas are the most deprived there is deprivation affecting children in the rural areas of Upwell and Delph wards (PE14).  The next highest number of episodes of regular support is for PE14, which include the Walpoles, Outwell, Upwell fen areas of the county. The postcodes in Graph 3 are served by the following projects:   
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From these three graphs it can be seen that most of the county’s postcodes are covered but there are some areas less well served.  This could be for a variety of reasons, there is less deprivation affecting children, the population may not include many children and young people or due to the nature of the Norfolk Children’s Fund supported projects there has not been need/opportunity for a project to operate in those postcodes.  It should also be remembered that national budget reductions for Children's Funds have seen in Norfolk a reduction in service of around 50% over the last two years.  Inevitably this will reduce the spread of the Programme across postcodes.

Referral Patterns for the postcodes

Questions about the referring agencies, type and number of episodes of regular support from agencies need to be explored within the postcode context.  Data for referrals and referring agencies were analysed by postcode showing that out of a total of 6735 episodes of regular support there were 2369 agency referrals for the period April 2004-September 2005. 

The main referring agencies were the LEA maintained sector which reported 1498 episodes of regular support.  The least number of episodes were referred from Community Health services, only 1 referral from PE34 the Terrington St.Clement area of West Norfolk. Looking at each postcode in the county, NR30, Caister-on-Sea /Great Yarmouth, had 323 episodes of regular support as agency referrals to Norfolk Children’s Fund supported projects.  The highest number for episodes of regular support was from the LEA maintained sector, a total of 235 episodes.  Another area, PE30, Kings Lynn, had 29 episodes of regular support referred by the LEA Maintained sector which is significant because these two areas are similar in that they are areas with high levels of deprivation which affect children.   

Local authority referrals accounted for 224 episodes of regular support in IP24.  Thetford, reported 31 episodes of regular support from this agency.   Health Services and National Voluntary organisations each reported 124 episodes of regular support.  The most frequent referrals from the national voluntary agencies were in postcodes, NR30 and NR31, Great Yarmouth, (36 episodes of regular support in total) and PE30, King's Lynn with 13 episodes of regular support.  Referrals from the Health services (124 episodes of regular support) were spread across the county but the most frequent were in NR31, Great Yarmouth (21 episodes).  

Youth Inclusion Support Panels, Youth Offending Team had a number of referrals, NR3 in Norwich, had a total of 21 episodes of regular support.  These referrals were to Y3-11 the Youth Inclusion Support Panels project supported by the Norfolk Children’s Fund.

Location of projects

The analysis of the postcode data has indicated that the two areas of the county, Kings Lynn PE30 and Great Yarmouth NR30 and NR31, have the greatest number of episodes of regular support in the projects supported by the Norfolk Children’s Fund. A closer examination of the indices of multiple deprivation affecting children in these areas shows that in the income depravation affecting children across the county these two urban areas have  the greatest amount of deprivation in living environment, crime and disorder, education and skill training and barriers to housing and services.  Thus the location of projects supporting children and young people at the most risk of social exclusion in the areas is critical.  There are several projects located in these areas. T7 Newtown Ormiston Trust, T8 FWA- Magdalen, Y2-15 GYROS,Y2-27 YMCA Pastoral Care and Y3-1 Great Yarmouth Transition are located in Great Yarmouth. In Kings Lynn there is T11 North Lynn Discovery and supporting the more rural areas is Y2-31 West Walton Cross Phase Family project.  Other projects supported by the Norfolk Children’s Fund cover the county as a whole, including Y2-18 Carers Forum – Young Carers in Norfolk, Y2-29 Asperger East Anglia and Y3-11 Youth Inclusion Support Panels (YISPs). 

Conclusion

It can be concluded that the projects supported by the Norfolk Children’s Fund are located in the areas with the greatest levels of deprivation according to the postcode analysis linked to the indices of multiple deprivation affecting children from the deprivation statistics in Norfolk 2004.  

As the county are developing Children’s Centres their locations also link to the areas of greatest deprivation. There are three Children’s Centre currently based in Kings Lynn postcode PE30, one in Great Yarmouth NR30 and one on Gorleston NR31. There is also one in PE14 based in Emneth, which is the only one located in a rural environment.  The final six are in Norwich again supporting children and families at risk of social exclusion.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/consumption/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=3062" ��http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/consumption/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=3062� (accessed 14th November 2005)
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